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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir; 

Responsive to the communication mailed June 24, 2002, Applicants elect, with 
traverse, to prosecute the claims of Group 1, directed to nucleic acids, vector and host cells. 
However, Applicants respectfully submit that the elected composition of matter claims 1-7, 
15 and 18-21 should be examined concurrently with the process claims of Group II and the 
method claims of Group III. The Examiner will not be unduly burdened searching the art 
relevant to all of the pending claims, as each group of claims relates to, inter alia, the dapC 
gene. 

An early and favorable action on the merits is respectfully requested. Notification to 
that effect is earnestly solicited. 
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Should questions relating to patentability arise, the Examiner is invited to telephone 
the undersigned to discuss the same. 



Respectfully submitted, 
PILLSBURY WINTHROP LLP 



By: 

T Blair Elizabeth Taylor, Ph.I^T 
' Reg. No. 44,370 [/ 
Tel.: 703-905-2198 
Fax: 703-905-2500 



1 600 Tysons Boulevard 
McLean, VA 22120 
Tel. 703-905-2000 



